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FOREWARD 
Betty Cottrell, the foremost historian of Walpole, MA history had so many 
projects. She was working on a study of Smith's Dam in South Walpole, the 
Ganawattee Farm on the Sharon Line, the Royal Farm in South Walpole and too 
many other projects to mention. To me, the most important and complete work 
was of the churches of Walpole. 

I was honored as a friend and fellow historian to go through some of her research 
after she died. Even in her mid nineties she had a keener mind than I and I would 
still turn to her for answer to my questions. I was startled to find this manuscript 
of the organization of churches in the town at the town's founding, but a study of 
all the churches that have been here including the names of all the ministers and 
priest ad their dates of being here, and in most cases even the original members 
that formed the churches. 

This is being duplicated and shared with the church congregations. 

Karl H. West, Jr. 
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I 
^Note-Rev.George P h i l l i p s 
o f Watertown, was a g r e a t ­
g r a n d f a t h e r o f R e v . P h i l l i p s 
Payson o f Walpole,Mass. 

-P.R.L. 

W a l p i l e - 1 7 2 5 
1- Rev.Joseph 
B e l c h e r - 1 7 2 8 
2 - R e v ; P h i l l i p s 
Payson 1 7 2 9 - 7 8 

The Succession o f Churches 

W8tertown 1 s t . Church 1630 
g a t h e r e d J u l y 3 0 , 1 6 3 0 
1-Rev4 George P h i l l i p s (who d. J u l y 1,161;1A<) 

Dedham 1 s t . Church - 1637 Note--The s e t t l e r s o f "Contentment" 
( P a r i s h s e t a p a r t Sept.10 , 1 6 3 6 l a t e r c a l l e d Dedham, came up t h e 
Church g a t h e r e d Nov.8 , 1 6 3 8 ) Charles R i v e r i n canoes or boats 

1 - Rev. John A ' l l i n I 6 3 8 - I 6 7 I f r o m Watertown. So the Watertown 
2 - Rev. W i l l i a m Adams 1 6 7 3 - 1 6 8 5 Church was t h e mother Church o f 
3 - Rev. Joseph Belcher 1 6 9 3 - 1 7 2 3 Dedham, as Dedham became t h e mothe 
I|-Rev. Samuel De.rter 1 7 2 ^ - 1 7 5 5 Church o f Walpole,Norwood,West-

wood and Do von • v. 

1 8 1 8 - - s n l i t 
r 

Dedham 
1 s t . P a r i s h 
t u r n e d 

U n i t a r i a n 
-1818 

A l l e n 
Cong'1, 
Church 
1818 

l 8 2 6 - | s p l i t 

2 n d . or * South 
P a r i s h o f Dedham 
South Dedham-1735 
(Norwood) 

1 - Rev.Thomas B a l c h 
1736-1771, 

2 - Rev.Jabez 
C h i c k e r i n g 

1 7 7 6 - 1 3 1 2 

1 
U n i t a r i a n C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 

1 8 2 6 "-1826 
1-Rev.John 1-Rev.Asahel 
S t o r e r 3igelow 

1826-39 1828-1-9 

M e t h o d i s t -
E p i s c o p a l - l 8 7 L 

r 

3 r d . P a r i s h 
or West P a r i s h 
"Cla p b o a r d t r e e s " 

(Westwood) - 1 7 3 6 
1- Rev.Josiah 
Dwight 
1 7 3 5 - 1 7 U 3 

2 - Rev.Andrew T v l e r 
1 7 L 3 - 1 7 7 2 

" S p r i n g f i e l d " 
P a r i s h 
(Dover) - 1 7 6 2 

1-Rev.Benj.Caryl 
1 7 6 2 - 1 8 1 1 * 

- s e p a r a t e d 
1 

U n i v e r s a l 
Church 
- 1 8 2 7 -

I - u n i t e d - 1 9 7 l i -

Method i s t - E p i s c o p a l 
I 8 7 6 o f Norwood 

:h. 

East Walpole - 1 8 7 7 
( C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ) 
1-Rev.Chas.B.Smith 

1 8 7 7 - 1 8 9 1 

U n i t e d Church 
o f 

Walpole - 1 9 2 7 

I s l i n g t o n - l 8 
(C ongr e ga t i ona1) 

U n i t e d Church 
o f 

norwood - 1 9 3 L 

I n 1 7 3 6 - t h e r e were 87 persons assessed i n South Dedham (Norwood) 
T „ T?At_4-v,Q r,«miiof:inn of South Dedham (Norwood) was 1|1|1, w i t h I4.3 houses. 
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Edward Payson b. 
came from Nazing, (Norfolk?) England 
came on Ship Hopewell I n 16.35* 
s e t t l e d i n Roxbury, -lass. 1637 Preeman-May 13,161|0 

m.l Ann Parke,dau.of Dee.William Parke,of Roxbury 
-she d i e d l e a v i n g one son 

a.2 Mary E l i o t , d a u . o f P h i l i p E l i o t , bro.of Rev.John E l i o t . 
He removed to Dorchester, was a husbandman, d-

Rev. Edward Payson 
b. 
Harvard TTtirs* of 1677 

f s i s t a n t - m i n i s t e r a t 
Rowley 

m.Elizebeth P h i l l i p s , dau.of 
Rev. Samuel P h i l l i p s of 
Rowley, d.1732. 

Samuel Paysou 
b- bp.1662 
m. Mary P h i l l i p s , d a u . o f 
lev.Samuel P h i l l i p s of Rowley 

he d. 1721 was selectman. 

R e v . P h i l l i p s Payson S w i f t Payson 
b.Jan.lO,1735/6 
Harvard C o l l . - 1 7 5 L 
m i n i s t e r - C h e l s e a 
(Rumney-Marsh) 
diad-1801 

b.IIov.27,1737 
m.Esther Clap 
-Dec.11,1766 

Ephraim Payson 
bp. i n 1659 
md.-
d-1732, aged ca.z! 73 

Fsev. P h i l l i p s Payson 
b.l70lq,bp. i n Dorchester by Rev.Mr.Danforth 
harvard ColiQcr,e-172it A.B.-Barvard-172U, A.M. Harvard-1727-
m i n i s t e r a t Walpole, Mass. 1729. 

n . l Anne Swif$,dau.of Rev. John S w i f t of ^amlngham 
she d- Dec. 3 0 , 1756. 

a . 2 K e z i a , wid. of Dea. Seth Horse of K e d f i e l d 
she d.-

a.3 Sarah Mather,wid. of Thomas Mather, and dau. of 
Dea. Edward Payson of Pomfret, Conn. 

Rev. P h i l l i p s Peyeon died Jan. 2 2 , 1778. 

Rev.John Rev.Seth Payson 
b.Jan.6,17L5/6 b.Sept.30,1758 p g 
Harvard-1761; Harvard-1777 Y a l e 

pastor of F i r s t pastor-Rindge,NH 
Church-Pitchburg m/T-rata Payson 
d-l80lj 1782 of 

Pomfret,Conn. 
died-1820 

Rev. Edward Payaon 
b-July 25,1783 

Harvard-1803,Bowdoin-182 
d i e d 1827 

•d-Anna L. Shipman, of 
New Haven, Conn. 

Samuel Payson 
b.Apr.26,1739 
Harvard C . - 1 7 5 8 
pastor a t Lunen-

berg d .1763 

Dee.George Payson 
b.May 2k,VJhk 
m.l A b i g a i l 3oyden 

-1770 
a.2 Kezia Morse-

1782 

x 151 





The Spreading of the Dedham Orthodox Church 

Tha F i r a t t>ariah Church of Dedham s p l i t i n 1818. Tha o r i g i n a l 
Church turned U n i t a r i a n , whila those who c l i n g to tha o r i g i n a l f a i t h 
had to withdraw and form t h a i r own church, tha A l l e n Congregational 

Tha F i r a t P a r i s h Church of Walpole s p l i t i n 1826. The o r i g i n a l 
Church turned U n i t a r i a n , while those who clung to the o r i g i n a l f a i t h 
had to withdraw and form t h a i r own church, tha Orthodox-Congregational 
or 2nd. Church of Walpole. They b u i l t t h e i r meetinghouse on E a s t S t . 
i n 1826. I n 192? the F i r s t P a r i s h , U n i t a r i a n , and tna Orthodox-Congre­
g a t i o n a l , and tha Methodist-Episcopal Churches of Walpole united to 
form the United Church of C h r i a t i n Walpole. The old F i r s t P a r i a h 
Church (tha 2nd. b u i l d i n g ) b u i l t l a 1783? had been moved from the 
Common onto i t s present l o c a t i o n on Common S t r e e t . I t had bean turned 
so t h a t the end would f a c e the s t r e e t . I n 192? t h i s a n c i e n t church 
b u i l d i n g was enlarged to accomodate the new United Church. The f i r s t 
Church b u i l t on the Common, near where the Cross stands, marking tha 
plaee, was taken down i n 1783- ««d tha lumbar used i n the newer church. 

The 2nd or South P a r i s h of Dedham, formed i n 1735 the only church 
i n what i s now Norwood f o r n e a r l y 100 y e a r s . I n 1827 a l a r g e memberahi 
l e f t the church to form the U n i v e r s a l Church a t the other end of town. 
Thia was a great blow to tha church, but through devoted members they 
s u s t a i n e d the l o s s and grew. I n 1877 end probably a l i t t l e before 
two churches Union Congregational Church of E a s t Wslpola, and tha 
Congregational church of I s l i n g t o n separstad from the mother church 
(of Norwood) to form churches i n t h e i r own v i l l a g e s . Thia was not a 
s p l i t over f a i t h , but a s e p a r a t i o n due to growth end l o c a t i o n . They 
remained i n the o r i g i n a l f a i t h of the mother c h u r c h — t h e y were daughter 
churches to Norwood church. 

I n 1827 the U n i v e r s a l Church of Norwood was formed, as I have s a i d by 
t h a i r s e p a r a t i o n from the Orthodox-Congregational Church. I n 18?6 a 
Mathodiat-Epiacopal church has been organized. T h e i r f i r s t and only 
Church b u i l d i n g stands a t tha j u n c t i o n of Washington and Walpole S t r e e t 
I n 193U they u n i t e d to form the United Church of C h r i s t i n Norwood, and 
worship I n the o l d U n i v e r s a l church. 

The Methodiat-Epiacopel Church of Welpole Center, organized i n I87I4., 
continued u n t i l t h e i r merger w i t h the U n i t a r i a n and Congregational 
pariahoa to form tha United Church of C h r i a t i n Walpole. The Metho­
d i s t Church stood naarly oppoaita the United Church. The s i t e i s now 
occupied by the United Church Personage. 

The f i r s t Methodist Church I n Wslpola was formed i n South Walpole 
v i l l a g e , i n The present ehurch b u i l d i n g , b u i l t c a . 181[6? i s 
t h e i r second church b u i l d i n g . T h i s church i s i n a prosperous s t a t e . 

The Epiphany E p i a c o p e l Church i n Walpole was organizad i n 18<ST 
I b e l i a v a thay held t h e i r f i r a t meetings i n the h a l l over the o l d 
Hoopskirt f a c t o r y , u n t i l they b u i l t t h e i r church on Front S t . a t the 
corner of West. The Methodists a l s o h«ld s e r v i c e s i n t h i s h a l l ovar 
tha Hoopskirt f a c t o r y u n t i l they b u i l t t h e i r church (now gone) about 
1 8 8 5 . 



Sabbath School - Norwood O r t h o d o x - C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Church 

" I n an h i s t o r i c a l s k e t c h prepared I n 1865 by a committee under 
t h e d i r e c t i o n e f Mr. F r a n c i s 0. Winslew, op e n i n g o f t h i s Sunday 
Schoel i s p l a c e d i n 1819. I t s o f f i c i a l t i t l e was "The South Dedham 
C e n g r e g a t i e n a l i s t Sabbath S c h o o l . 

Rev. W i l l i a m C o g s w e l l , Paster e f t h e Church, was t h e " o r i g i n a t o r , 
d i r e c t o r and m a i n s p r i n g o f the e n t e r p r i s e . " The s e s s i o n s were h e l d 
between t h e m o r n i n g and a f t e r n e e n s e r v i c e s , a p r a c t i c e w h i c h was 
f o l l o w e d f o r many y e a r s . The s u b j e c t m a t t e r t a u g h t i n c l u d e d t h e 
Catechism, S c r i p t u r e and c h u r c h hymns. P o r t i o n s e f these were a s s i g n e d 
each Sunday, memorized d u r i n g t h e week and r e c i t e d a t t h e n e x t s e s s i o n . 
L i t t l e o r no a t t e m p t w*-s seems t o have been made t o e x p l a i n t h e mean­
i n g e f t h a t w h i c h was memorized. 

B e g i n n i n g w i t h 60 p u p i l s d i v i d e d i n t o c l a s s e s w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o ago 
or t r a i n i n g w i t h a group e f u n t r a i n e d t e a c h e r s , t h i s l i t t l e s c h o o l 
grew s l o w l y u n t i l I n i 8 6 0 t h e membership was r e p o r t e d as 160 p u p i l s 
and 20 t e a c h e r s . 

Among tho l a y workers i n t h e e a r l y s c h o e l , wo f i n d t h e names e f 
men, many o f whom o c c u p i e d p o s i t i o n s o f t r u s t i n t h e c h u r c h and t h e 
town. Deacon C h i c k e r i n g , Deacon W i l l a r d E v e r e t t , F r a n c i s W« B i r d , these 
and many e t h e r Deacon W i l l a r d E v e r e t t , 2 d , W i l l i a m Rheads and Samuel 
M o r r i l l — t h e s e and many o t h e r s l a b o r e d f o r t h o success o f t h o Sunday 
S c h o o l . That women were a l s o f a i t h f u l w o rkers i n t h i s s c h o o l i s e v i ­
denced by a l o n g l i s t o f names I n t h o r o e e r d s f r o m w h i c h t h o f o l l o w i n g 
were taken:--Mrs. C o g s w e l l , w i f e o f t h e M i n i s t e r , Miss Hannah C h i c k e r i n g , 
l a t e r w i f e o f Dr. B r i g g s (she was a d a u g h t e r o f Rev. Jabez 8c Hannah 
( B a l c h ) C h i c k o r i n g , and granddaughter o f Rev. Thomas 8c Mary (Sumner) 
3 a l c h — f i r s t and secend m i n i s t e r s e f t h e South Dedham Church-od.) 
M i s s i ^ e n e E v e r e t t , Miss Vina E v e r e t t ( L a t e r a M i s s i e n a r y t e t h e I n d i a n s ) 
th e Misses Dean (Mrs. W i l l a r d E v e r e t t , Mrs.George Force and M r s . E l l i s 
Merse) and Miss C a t h e r i n e T a l b e t . 

I n 1865 Mr. F r a n c i s 0. Winslew became S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f t h e Sunday 
S c h o o l , and f o r a p e r i o d o f 28 y o a r s he d e v e t e d t i m e , money and conse­
c r a t e d e f f o r t t o i t s u p b u i l d i n g . 

- c o p i e d f r e m t h e "Manual o f t h e F i r s t C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Church i n Nor­
wood,Mass. 1 9 3 6 . e d i t i o n . ( 2 0 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y E d i t i o n . ) 

a t Union Ch.E.Walpole 
( P r o b a b l y many o f our e a r l y c h u r c h worker s/jMrfjW^4/flW# s p i r i t u a l 
e d u c a t i o n i n t h i s Sunday S c h o o l . r e c e i v e d t h e i r -



(October 2 6 , 1 9 5 2 ) 

WALPOLE CHURCH GO^S BACK TO 1725 

I n 1725 a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l m e e t i n g house was b u i l t on th e Common 
by t h e townsoeoole o f Walpole. Town and meetinghouse p r o s p e r e d . ^ ^ { ^ 
The f i r s t m i n i s t e r , Rev. P h i l l i p s Payson, gave t h e town a p a r c e l 
o f ground on what i s now l&peaf^ S t r e e t , on w h i c h t o b u i l d a s c h o o l -
house, w i t h t h e agreement t h a t so l o n g as i t was used f o r t h a t pur-
nose t h e l a n d should b e l o n g t o t h e town. 

A f t e r a c e n t u r y o f f a i r l y o e ^ c e f u l e x i s t e n c e young Rev. John /S^^ 
r . 3. S t o r e r , a Harvard g r a d u a t e , became t h e m i n i s t e r o f th e F i r s t 
Church. He d i d a g r e a t d e a l f o r t h e town. He i s c r e d i t e d w i t h 
h a v i n g what a r e now var y b e a u t i f u l elms p l a n t e d on t h e Common and 
on Common S t r e e t . 

Buto Rev. KP* S t o r e r became a i s s a t i s f l e d w i t h t h e s t r i c t doc­
t r i n e s o f C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s m and e v e n t u a l l y t i e F i r s t Church be­
came U n i t a r i a n , res l l t i n g I n th e w i t h d r a w a l o f a number o f I t s 
m°mbers who o r g a n i z e d t h e Orthodox C o n g r e g a t i o n a l S o c i e t y on 
November 13, 1826. T h e i r f i r s t b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d on ^ - s t S t . 
Thfc b u l l i n g had t o be e n l a r g e d l a t e r and became known as t h e 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l c h u r c h . Henry ' l i m p t o n was t h e f i r s t deacon and 
among i t s e a r l y p a s t o r s were Rev. Henry L. K e n d a l l and Rev. John 
Keedy. 

These C o n g r e g a t l o n a l i s t s o b t a i n e d a p r o p e r t y on Main S t . known 
as t h e B r a d f o r d Lewis House, which was used as a p' r l s h house. 

I n 1839 t h e o r i g i n a l m e eting house was removed from t h e Common 
t o a s i t e on Common St. and w-s r e d e d l c a t e d as a U n i t a r i a n Church. 

U n t i l 1937 s e r v i c e s were h r a l d I n t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Church b u l l -
d i n g , b u t t h a t y e a r t h e s t e e p l e was s t r u c k by l i g h t n i n g and t h e 
r e s u l t i n g damage rendered t h e b u l l i n g u n f i t f o r occuDancy, and 
th e c o n g r e g a t i o n mov°d t o t h e M e t h o o i s t b u i l d i n g . When t h e Cong­
r e g a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g was raze d , i t , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 3 r a o f o r d Lewis 
House, was s o l d , and p l - n s f o r a new ch u r c h b u i l d i n g r e s u l t e d i n 
the d e c i s i o n t o use the s i t e o f t h e o r i g i n a l church and, on Nov­
ember 5 , 1939, 100 years a f t e r t h e s e p a r a t i o n , the c o r n e r s t o n e f o r 
U n i t e d " h u r c h was l a i d . 

The f i r s t s e r v i c e i n th e old-new U n i t e d Church w e h e l d on June 
23, 1940, and i t was d e d i c a t e d on Seote-^ber 29 o f t l r t y e a r . I n 
a s p i r i t o f t h a n k f u l n e s s f o r t h e p- s t 2 5 y e a r s , and w i t h h i g h hopes 
f o r t h e f u t u r e , t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n w i l l u n i t e on Sunday i n o b s e r v i n g 
t h e 2 5 t h a n n i v ^ r s a r y o f one g r e a t church i n a New 'Digland c o u n t r y 
town. The c e l e b r a t i o n w i l l b e g i n w i t h a s e r v i c e a t 4 p.m. on Sun­
day, w i t h t h e o r e s e n t p - o t o r , Rev. H. Gardner Anderson, o f f i c i a t i n g , 
and t h e f i r s t f a c t o r o f th e U n i t e d Church, Rev. " r . MacLeod, p r e a c h i n g 
th° a n n i v e r s a r y sermon. 

Pre c e d i n g t h e s e r v i c e t h e r e w i l l be a c a r i l l o n and organ c o n c e r t 
from 3 t o 4 o ' c l o c k , by " r s . S a l l y Anne Warner, church O r g a n i s t . 

Tea w i n be served i n B r a d f o r d Lewis H a l l f o l l o w i n g the s e r v i c e , 
when g r e e t i n g s from t h e "ongreg- t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n churches w i l l be 
br o u g h t by Rev. Dr. Fred G o o - s e l l , f o r - e r l y e x e c u t i v e v i c e p r e s i d e n t 
o f t h e American board ~nd now an o r f i o i - l i n th e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
o f ''hurches. 



E a r l y Walpole 

E a r l y i n the present century (19th century) mode of t r a v e l was very 
l i m i t e d , i n t h i s s e c t i o n of the country, at l e a s t . What i s now known 
as Washington S t . , was b u i l t by the stage coach company, which ran a 
l i n e of stages between Boston & Providence. 

The f i r s t coaches which l e f t Boston i n the morning at four A.M.,carried 
steam boat passengers. These stages u s u a l l y a r r i v e d i n South Walpole 
at about seven o'clock, where, they had b r e a k f a s t at the Tavern, which 
was c a l l e d the "Half Way House". T h i s Tavern was kept by N a t h a n i e l 
P o l l e y s , f o r a number of y e a r s . E a t e r came the accommodation coaches, wh 
which a r r i v e d i n time f o r dinner. These c a r r i e d any passengers, who 
wished to go' from one point to another, on the r o u t e . 

There was but one Post O f f i c e i n town, and t h a t was i n E a s t Walpole. 
The one m a i l w a s c a r r i e d to and from the center by Dr. Wildes, on 
horseback. The Post O f f i c e was kept by David Morse, i n the o l d s t o r e 
b u i l d i n g . One m a i l bag c a r r i e d a l l the m a i l between Boston and P r o v i ­
dence. The m a i l was s o r t e d at' each o f f i c e ; whatever mail t h e r e might 
be f o r the o f f i c e being taken out, the remainder t i e d again, and sent 
on to the next o f f i c e . 

There were but four schools i n town. One was i n South Walpole near 
present l o c a t i o n , one i n the c e n t e r near the 'Willard Lewis house; one 
at VJest Walpole, and one at North Walpole o f f F i s h e r S t . As there was n 
road to the l a t t e r school house, the c h i l d r e n were obliged to go " c r o s s 
l o t s " , which must have been very pleasant in'the w i n t e r , when the snow 
was three or four f e e t deep. The o b j e c t i n having the school house so 
unhandily s i t u a t e d , was to have i t as near the c e n t e r of the d i s t r i c t 
as p o s s i b l e . 

A l l the school c h i l d r e n were obliged to go to the Center School, once 
a year, to yfo*//^ r e c i t e catechism to the Rev. Mr. Morey, pastor of 
the F i r s t Church. 

Previous to 1826, there was but one church, Congregational-Unitari&rv,-
which stood on what i s now the Common; near where the watering trough 
now i s . There was no way of heating the church, u n t i l the l a d i e s sew­
ing c i r c l e , r a i s e d money enough to purchase two box-stoves, one f o r 
each end of the church: some people thought i t d e s e c r a t i n g to have a 
f i r e i n church. 

The Rev. Asehel Bigelow was ordained f i r s t pastor of the Second Church 
i n 1828. 

(copy of hand-written paper, d i c t a t e d by Mr. Edmund P o l l e y / , of E a s t 
Walpole, f o r the Walpole H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , O c t . l 8 , l 8 9 8 . Edmund 
P o l l e y , b e t t e r known as Captain P o l l e y , was born, March 27,1812, a twin 
son of John & Hannah ( D a y ? ) P o l l e y . He was a c a p t a i n of the Walpole 
L i g h t I n f a n t r y , the b l a c k s m i t h at E a s t Walpole, Tax c o l l e c t o r of Wal­
pole f o r many y e a r s , and the v i l l a g e undertaker of E a s t Walpole. 
His house s t i l l stands next to the b l a c k s m i t h shop, where he worked 
f o r so many y e a r s . He died on January 19, 1908, aged 95 years,9$mos -and. 
His wife was Maria Shackley who he married i n May I8I4.O. Capt . P o l l e y 
was a member of the Walpole H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . His grandfather,Nathani< 
P o l l e y , keot P o l l e y ' s Tavern i n South Walpole. 

F.R.L. 
His house and b l a c k s m i t h shop are j u s t below the sguare i n E a s t Wal­
pole, on Washington s t r e e t . 
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Notes on The Walpole Churches. 

1- The o l d c h u r c h s t o o d on t h e Common f a c i n g towards g a s t Walpole. 
T h i s c h u r c h was t h e second i n Walpole end was b u i l t i n I 7 8 3 , and f o r 
those t i m e s i t was s u p e r i o r t o many i n two ways: i t was p l a s t e r e d , and 
i t had a b e l l . Many o f t h e churches b u i l t b e f o r e t h a t t i m e were n o t 
p l a s t e r e d , and many had no chimney. I n Foxboro t h e people w o r s h i p p e d 
f o r months i n t h e i r f i r s t c h u r c h w i t h o u t e i t h e r windows or d o o r s , so 
g r e a t was t h e i r p o v e r t y . 

2- 0pposite t h e c h u r c h l i v e d Mrs. B i r d , a woman o f means and a b i g 
h e a r t . I t i s s a i d t h a t e very Sunday m o r n i n g she used t o put a s t i c k 
o f h a r d wood on her f i r e p l a c e , so t h a t a t noon I t would be i n c o a l s , 
so t h a t t h e o l d l a d i e s c o u l d f i l l t h e i r f o o t s t o v e s f o r t h e a f t e r ­
noon s e r v i c e . 

3- Passing a l o n g , we come t o t h e spot where t h e o l d Thompson house 
was l o c a t e d . T h i s was p r o b a b l y b u i l t as soon as t h e town was s e t t l e d , 
and o c c u p i e d n e a r l y t h e spot where Thomas Maguire's o l d house now 
s t a n d s , ( t h a t would be a t t h e n o r t h - e a s t c o r n e r o f East and B i r d 
s t r e e t s I n East W a l p o l e ) . I t was here t h a t t h e young d a u g h t e r was 
s c a l p e d by the I n d i a n s , and when t h e f a m i l y r e t u r n e d f r o m c h u r c h 
she was f o u n d dead on t h e h e a r t h , p r o b a b l y by one o f t h e Massapoag 
t r i b e , who l i v e d near t h e l a k e o f t h a t name. 

-t h e above t h r e e paragraphs were t a k e n f r o m an a r t i c l e 
e n t i t l e d "A Walk f r o m Walpole Center t o East Walpole i n 1800--
w r i t t e n over 5 ° y e a r s ago, by Miss Sarah S. P e t t e e (1837/8-1916) 
who l i v e d on East s t r e e t n o t f a r f r o m t h e o l d Thompson house she 
m e n t i o n s , i n the house b u i l t i n 1774- by Deacon Benjamin? P e t t e e , 
her a n c e s t o r . 

4- D i e d i n Walpole (Mass.) Nov. 19,1349 - Mrs. Joanna Horey, aged 9 0 . 
She was t h e daughter o f C o l . S e t h K i n g s b u r y o f Walpole. She was the 
o n l y s u r v i v o r o f a f a m i l y o f e i g h t c h i l d r e n . She was m a r r i e d i n e a r l y 
l i f e t o Mr. C a l v i n Gay, a r e s p e c t a b l e c i t i z e n o f t h a t town, who i s 
s t i l l remembered as a person p o s s e s s i n g no o r d i n a r y share o f i n t e l l ­
e c t u a l power. By him she had f o u r c h i l d r e n - - t h r e e d a u g h t e r s and one 
son, the Rev. Ebenezer Gay o f B r i d g e w a t e r . Some y e a r s a f t e r t h e 
d e a t h o f her f i r s t husband, she became the w i f e o f her m i n i s t e r , t h e 
Rev. George Horey o f whose c h u r c h she had been a member f o r a p e r i o d 
o f more t h a n 30 y e a r s . 

- f r o m t h e newspaper "The P u r i t a n Recorder" f o r Dec.13,181+9-
a copy o f w h i c h i s i n t h e Walpole H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . 

5 - I s a a c Newton L e w i s , i n s p e a k i n g o f h i s f a t h e r s a i d : "He e a r l i e r 
aroused t h e c h u r c h t o make music a more prominent p a r t o f d e v i n e 
s e r v i c e , a n d a l t h o u g h t h e weekly r e h e a r s a l s were n e c e s s a r i l y h e l d over 
a m i l e away he never f a i l e d t o be p r e s e n t , a n d the w r i t e r ' s e a r l i e s t 
r e c o l l e c t i o n i s o f him a t t i r e d i n h i s l o n g Napoleon g r a y c l o a k , c a r e ­
f u l l y g r a s p i n g h i s p r e c i o u s o l d bass v i o l , w i t h w h i c h he l e d t h e music 
each S u n d a y , h u r r y i n g o u t I n t o the d a r k n i g h t and away. I n 1 8 5 1 he 
o r g a n i z e d an e f f o r t t o secure f o r h i s c h u r c h a p i p e o r g a n by g e n e r a l 
s u b s c r i p t i o n , and soon b r o u g h t them a c a p i t a l J a r d i n e one upon w h i c h 
he and h i s son John f i r s t p l a y e d . " When o n l y 16 y e a r s o l d 
he (John V/.Lewis, son o f W i l l i a m - t h e f a t h e r o f I s a a c Newton L e w i s ) 
t a u g h t s i n k i n g s c h o o l i n town and church.and t h e o l d H o l b r o o k p i p e 
o r g a n on w h i c h he and h i s f a t h e r , S e g t . W i l l i a m t a u g h t t h e i r c h u r c h 
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Notes on t h e Walpole Churches 

o r g a n music i s s t i l l a p r e c i o u s p o s s e s s i o n o f the w r i t e r . " 

- f r o m the book " W i l l i a m L e w i s , Stoke-by-Nayland, S u f f o l k " 
by I s a a c Newton L e w i s . 

n o t e - I suppose t h i s above r e f e r s t o t h e O r t h o d o x - C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Church o f W a l p o l e , t h o u g h i t may r e f e r t o t h e U n i t a r i a n . F.R.L. 

6-The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e appeared i n t h e "Boston T r a n s c r i p t " many 
ye a r s ago--on t h e A n t i q u e s page: 

"Mrs. Joseph S. Leach o f W a l p o l e , Mass., w r i t e s t o i n q u i r e i f 
t h e " P r o w l e r " has t h e name o f A b i j a h F i s h e r on h i s l i s t . A b i j a h 
F i s h e r worked i n Norwood and i n t h e F i r s t P a r i s h U n i t a r i a n Church 
o f Walpole i s a b e a u t i f u l oommunion t a b l e and c h a i r made by him, 
and i n t h e same c h u r c h an o u t s t a n d i n g p u l p i t desk o f h i s m a n u f a c t u r e . 
A b i j a h ' s son James i s known to.have worked w i t h h i s f a t h e r and t o 
have made many b e a u t i f u l pieces o f f u r n i t u r e . " 



Copy of Rev. P h i l l i p s Payson's o r i g i n a l r e c o r d . 

Walpole, the Church Book ( i n a l d e of f r o n t cover) 

The number of ye ohurch wn gathered was these t e n 
Ebenezer F a l e s 
Samuel Kingsbury 
Thomas Clap 
Ebenezer Robbins 
James Hardens 
E l e a z e r Patridge 
Peter F a l e s 
Joseph C a r r y l 
Moses Chamberlain 
Joseph Smith 

they were (where) embodied J u l y ye 2nd 1730 I , P h i l l i p s Payson, 

was ordaind pastor over them September ye 16th 1730. 

Att ye solemnity Mr. Samel Dunbar begun w i t h prayer, Mr. i e a s i n g e r 

Preached P h i l l l p i e n a 2:20, Mr. gave ye charge, Mr. B//)#/rf Hucknam 

ye r i g h t hand of f e l l o w s h i p , y n 68th Psalm ye 3° P«rt was sung. 
4Hl-::-tMHMHHHHH» 

t 
The f i r s t Sebbeth y I preaoht a t t Walpole was June ye 8th 1729. 

MMHMM MWSiM 

Pge one ( t h i s page i s not i n Rev. Payaon 1a handwriting) 

At a meeting of ye ohurch Oct.29,1779 i t was voted to s e t t l e 

a m i n i s t e r , aeoondlly voted to ask the town to j o i n them i n s e t t l i n g 

the Gospel. 

T h i r d d l y — v o t e d that ye Commtee h i r e Mr. Read to preach a longer 
r 

time w i t h them a t a meeting of ye church S a t . Nov. 7th, 1779 i t 

was Voted to give Mr. Read a o a l l to s e t t l e i n the M i n i s t r y , t h i r t y 

voted f o r him and nine a g a i n s t . 

Secondly--Voted to ask the Town to j o i n i n g i v i n g Mr. Read a c a l l . 

sea as w e * 

Sunday February f:e 13 1780 Mr. Read gave h i a answer to the C a l l 

he had from ye Church and Town i n the n e g a t i v e . 

I l l l l W I I i l 
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At a meeting of the Church March 24,1782 the Church voted to c a l l 

Mr. E l l p h a l e t P o r t e r to the work of the m i n i s t r y . J u l y 21 (2.) 

Mr. P o r t e r gave h i s answer to the C a l l of the Church and Town i n the 

neg a t i v e . 
MMNMMM 

F e b 1 7 9 , H783 the Church voted to c a l l Mr. George Moray to the work 

of the M i n i s t r y / 
4 H H H K H H H H 5 - 4 W 

At a meeting of the Church F e b r ^ 2 8 t h , 1 7 8 3 to c o n s u l t what Measures 

to take w i t h r e g a r d to the Donation l e f t the Church by D e a n Robbina 

Deceased f i r a t voted to accept of the same on ye c o n d i t i o n s of tha 

w i l l . 

Second voted to l e t out the o//£/ farm to pay the l e g a c i e s yf///r 

r e q u i r e d . 

T h i r d — v o t e d to know i f the Town would l i c e n s e the f o r a Tavern 

(page t o r n ) . 

(continued on page 2) 

The meeting was then adjourned to the 10th of March f o l l o w i n g a t noon 

Met then? acoording to Adjournment. Voted to l e t the Church Farm 

so long as to pay the Legacy, not exceeding three y e a r s . 

Voted to Choose a Conm t t e* of th»ee. The Dea11 and Mr. Geo.Payson 

were chosen. 

Voted to leave i t to the Comrate® to l e t the Farm on suoh Terms 

aa they should t h i n k beat. 

Octo1* y e 12,1783 Mr George Morey gave h i s Answer to the Church & 

Congregation i n the A f f i r m a t i v e . 



At a M«*tlng of the Churob Oct. 17,1763 voted t o appoint Wednesday 

to * 1 9 t h «T November next f o r tha o r d i n a t i o n of Mr. Moray. Voted t o 

send to t h a Churches of Norton, Mansfield, Sharon, Dedham,Kedfieid, 

and R l r s t Churob I n Kedway to a s s i s t a t t h a o r d i n a t i o n . 

soapsawwaaewaa 

Mr. Payson*a record c o n t i n u a l on page 3 

"The F i r s t Y a a r of My M i n i s t r y Sept. 10,1730, eh Aooount of 

B i r t h s — 

Stephen c l a p ' s c h i l d Oct. ye 1 s t . 
Daniel Mores'e c h i l d Oct. 2nd. 
John Boydsn*a c h i l d Nov.20 
Jenes Smith'I c h i l d Deo.? 
Joseph Morse's c h i l d J a n . Hit. 4 t h 
W i l l i a m »a c h i l d , Feh.Bth 
Joseph Smith'a c h i l d Her. ? 
Wil l i a m F i s h e r ' s c h i l d Apr.11 
Bar* HtHH obi I d June U 

Morse'e 
3enjaad.il c a r r y l ' a c h i l d June 20th 
JSeob B i l l s ' a c h i l d J u l y 1 s t 
Robert A l U h ' s c h i l d Aug.16th 
Jeremiah Day's c h i l d Aug.29th 

13 horn 

D e a t h s — 

James Smith'a c h i l d died Dec.lqth 
Timothy Morse's daughter died March ye 17th 
Joseph Smith d i e d A p r i l 2nd. 
Bsnjamln P i l e s died A p r i l 22nd. 
Lydia A I l i a A p r i l 3 0 t h . 
D a n i e l Smith's c h i l d d i e d A p r i l 12th. 
<HNHHMMMMMMHWWMMMMMMI 

Dy»d 9 

M a r r i a g e s — 

Thonsa Boyden of Wrenthsa k Susanna H a r r i s Kay — 7 — ? 

http://3enjaad.il




Church Notes f r o m major John A. 
Gould's D i a r y I 7 8 5 - I 8 6 O - of Walpole ,Hass. 

1- l 8 3 9-"Rev. John 1 J . 3. S t o r e r , a f t e r being the m i n i s t e r of the 
F i r s t P a r i s h i n Walpole 13 y e a r s , was a t h i s / r e q u e s t d i s m i s s e d 
from h i s o f f i c e . He then s e t t l e d i n Syracuse, H. Y. T h i s f i r s t 
year the F i r s t P a r i s h removed t h e i r meeting-house f r o m the middle 
of the Common t o the place where i t now stands. And a f t e r r e ­
m o d e l l i n g i t was d e d i c a t e d // on the 1 1 t h day o f December, and 
the l e v . John M. M e r r i c k was i n s t a l l e d a t the same t i m e . I served 
on the b u i l d i n g committee." 

2- Ifey 2 8 t h l 8 i | 8 "This being Sunday, a r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e was h e l d 
a t 5 i t o'clock i n the a f t e r n o o n a t the R u r a l Cemetery, a t which 
meeting a s o r t o f c o n s e c r a t i o n was made o f the p l a c e , a3 a p u b l i c 
b u r y i n g ground, i n the year 1820. W i t h i n a few years past the 
premises have been g r e a t l y e n l a r g e d and now c o n t a i n s 3 or 4 acres 
of l a n d . " 

3 - Sept. 21st 1848 "A p i c n i c tea p a r t y was h e l d i n the evening i n 
the v e s t r y i n a i d o f the R u r a l Cemetery. The meeting was w e l l a t t e n d 
ed and the sum o f about $130 was c o l l e c t e d . I d i d n o t a t t e n d the 
meeting but wrote 16 l e t t e r s f o r the Post O f f i c e department." 

4 - Nov. 1 9 t h 1^49 "Mrs. Joanna Moray d i e d i n the 9 0 t h year o f heT 
age. She was the widow o f the l a t e Rev. George Moray, and f o r m e r l y 
the w i f e o f C a l v i n Gay. She was the mother o f my f i r s t w i f e whose 
name was Rebecca Gay." 

5 - A p r i l 2 0 t h 1851 "The F i r s t P a r i s h i n Walpole have p r o v i d e d f o r 
t h e i r use an organ, which was used i n t h e church t h i s day f o r the 
f i r s t t i m e . The tone o f the organ seems smooth and p l e a s a n t . The 
c o s t o f the organ i s about $ 6 7 5 * " 

6- J u l y 1 2 t h 1851 "Wrote a w i l l f o r Widow Z i l p h a Smith of Walpole. 
Mrs. Smith i s 9 3 s years of age; she examined and executed the w i l l 
w i t h a f a i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g upon the s u b j e c t . This i s a remarkable 
case o f l o n g l i f e and sound mind." 

7 - Nov. 4 t h 1851 "Attended Probate Court and t o o k l e t t e r s o f execu­
t o r s h i p under the w i l l o f Z i l p h a Smith, l a t e o f Walpole, widow 
deceased." 

8 - Nov. 8 t h 1851 "Hon. George Morey o f Boston gave an address t o the 
Whigs o f Welpole a t Bacon's H a l l . " 

9 - Dec. 7 t h 1052 " S e t t l e d my account a t Probate Court as e x e c u t o r 
of the w i l l o f Z i l p h a Smith, l a t e o f Walpole, widow, deceased. Mrs. 
Smith d i e d i n October 1 3 5 1 , a t the age o f 93 years and some months. 
I wrote the w i l l o f Mrs. Smith about t h r e e months b e f o r e her decease 
By the w i l l , the church of the F i r s t P a r i s h i n Walpole has r e c e i v e d 
the sum o f $1265, the income o f which i s t o be a p p l i e d t o the sup­
p o r t o f the m i n i s t r y o f s a i d church and the p a r i s h w i t h w h i c h i t i s 
connected." 



ORUINATIOfJ OF MIL J O H N P. IB. STOHEJI 
T O T H E P A S T O B V L C A R E O F T H E 

IN W VL.POLE, 

OMT WEDNESDAY, WOVB&XESXl 55,182S. 

A N T H E M . 

OTTODWCTOHY P B A V E B . 

B E T , E 0 T I O N 8 FBOWC S O B I F T U B E . 

O B Z O I Z T A I i H Y S H T . 

T o thee, our Father and o j r King , 
T h " wise, the gracious, and the just , 

Our song of thanks aud prayer we bring, 
W i t h humble joy, and filial trust. 

Joy, that while yet tho light is shed 
On the bowed form and hoary hairs 

O f him who here, so lung, hath led 
Our father's aud our childhood's prayers. 

Thou hast provided for thy flock 
A pastor, in the strength o f youth, 

T o lead I hem up to T a r e, their Rock, 
And to the living wells of t r u t h . 

And trust, that H e , who ne'er hath left, 
W i l l never leave his sheep to stray, 

O f shepherd and of shade bereft, 
O'er barren wastes, by night or day. 

We thank Thee. Lord , in Christ thy Son, 
For all his servants, spared or given, 

O, may we. when our work is done. 

T 1 
i 
I 1 

•-;> 
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1 $ bs ;s 
m fi 1 us 

SEEXCON B Y B 3 V . C S N X C H O I i S , 

1 

8 ' I 

C . I A R 5 E . 

B X O H T K A t t R OF FEX.XrrC.VS'KJF. 

C O M C X . U D I I V & P 3 A Y R R . 

OSZCtRT.AJk K V I U ' I , - . 

G O D of mercy, wilt thou never 
From our offering turn away, 

But command a blessing ever, 
On the memory of this day. 

L ight aud peace wilt Thou ordain i t , 
O'er it be no shadow flung, 

Let no deadly darkness stain i t . 
And no cloud be o'er it hung.* 

May the song this people raises, 
And its vows, to Thee addrcss'd, 

Mingle with the prayers and praises 
That T h o u hear., n from the blcss'd. 

When the lips are cold, that sing Thee , 
A n d the hearts that love 'Thee, dust, 

Father, then our souls siiail bring Thee 
Holier love and firmer trust. 

* See Job. i i i . 4, S. 



P R E S E N T B U I L D I N G O K T H E S E C O N D C H U R C H 

Remodeled and enlarged in 1800 from the original church building erected in 1827 

^Organisation of tfce ^ econO &uub 
I X 1820, Henry Plimpton, a deacon in the First Church, with Aaron 
X Guild, Joshua Allen, and twenty-six other members, became dis­
satisfied with the liberal views of the minister of the First Church, 
and withdrew. These twenty-nine, persons formed the Second or 
"Orthodox" Church, "being desirous," as they said, " of enjoying the 
preaching and ordinances of the gospel in a manner that shall be for 
our belter edification." This church was organized on the evening of 
V /w is 1820. in the old Allen house located at the corner of Peach 



(own organization, provision for religious services was deferred a few 
months, tiil at the meeting M a r c h oO, 172J, it was voted to build a 
mceling-hoti.se. 

O n October 20 of titis year 172o, the town agreed to maintain p r e a c h -
ing for four months, by free contribution, and chose a committee to 
procure a minister. 

O n the 19th of M a y , 1720, the town " d i d elect and choose the R e v . 

Joseph Belcher to preach the gospel a n d to settle among u s . " M r . 
Belcher 's incumbency, however, was brief ; for on M a y 5. 1729, the 
town voted to dismiss h i m , and a committee was again chosen to pro­
vide preaching. 

September 22, of the same year , the town voted to settle a minister. 
F r o m a candidacy of three, R e v . Phi l l ips P a y s o n w a s chosen, with a 

6 

http://mceling-hoti.se


PASTORS 

Joseph B e l c h e r - accented 1?28; r e s i g n e d 1?29 
P h i l l i p s Payson - e l e c t e d 1729; d i e d i n 1??8 
George Morey - ca. 1?80: t o 1826 

THE UNITARIAN CHURCH 
John S t o r e r e l e c t e d 1826 - 1839 
John M e r r i c k - 1839 - 1865 
W.B. Smith - 1865 - 18?4 
Edward Young INTERIM 
F. P. Hamblett - 18?? - 1882 
J.H. Weeks - 1882 - 1891 
G. H. C l a r e - 1891 - 1892 
Robert Savage - 1893 - 1901 
Herman Haugerud - - - 1901 - 1902 
Joseph A l l e n - 1904 -
L o u i s C. D e t h l e s s - - 190? 
henry Stevens - - - t o 1915 
Robert Savage - 1915 - 1925 

U n i t e d f3 3 - f e . 
Howard P. ^Bozarth - - I n s t a l l e d 1940 
OTTO K. Jonas - - 1959 
Paul Varga - 1964 
H e r b e r t 3 . Yeacre^ - M i n i s t e r o f C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n 1966 
H a r d i n g G a r r e t t - - 1975 
Ala n x i u t c h i n s o n - - 1 9 5 1 - 1952 
H. Gardner Anderson - - 1951 



The first Parish House was finished in 1828, and the main part 
of the present structure was b u i l t i n 1 8 5 6 , and served many pur­
poses, notably in both the C i v i l and W o r l d Wars, as headquarters 
for hospital sup t lies and ( i n 1 9 1 8 ) for the hospitalization of in f lu ­
enza patients. I n 1 9 2 9 i t was greatly enlarged and beautified by the 
generous act of a parishioner who in this and many other ways has 
borne out the sp i r i t of those who gathered the Church three centuries 
ago. 

The large clock in the church steeple was given by Edward 
Dowse and Mrs . Hannah Shaw. The clock in the audi tor ium was 
given by John and Samuel Doggett. The large clock given to the 
Church by Samuel Dexter in 1 7 6 3 (son of the minister) is now pre­
served in the Dedham Histor ical Society wi th the o ld p u l p i t and 
sofa which were removed in the early inter ior remodeling. A musical 
instrument " to strengthen the bass" was first used at the ordination 
of M r . Bates. The first church organ was installed in 1 8 2 1 , a new 
organ in 1 8 5 7 , and the present organ i n 1 9 1 3 . 

Membership i n the Church is open to a l l , for i t remains as i t 
was in the beginning, a community Church. The or ig ina l covenant 
has been shortened f rom time to l ime, but the present wording pre­
serves for us the true intent of the founders. 

" I n the Spir i t of Jesus Christ and in the freedom of the t r u t h 
we unite for the worship of God and the service of m a n . " 

FOUNDERS A N D M I N I S T E R S 

The eight men who gathered the Church in 1 6 3 8 were John 
A l l i n , Edward A l l e y n , John Luson, Ralph \\ heelcok, John F r a y r y , 
Eleaser Lusher, Robert Hinsdale and John H u n t i n g . The ministers 
who have served f r o m that day to this were: 

J O H N A L U N 1 6 3 8 - 1 6 7 1 
W I L L I A M A D A M S 1 6 7 3 - 1 6 8 5 
JOSEPH B E L C H E R 1 6 9 3 - 1 7 2 3 
S A M U E L D E X T E R 1 7 2 1 - 1 7 5 5 
JASON H A V E N 1 7 5 5 - 1 8 0 3 
J O S H U A RATES 1 8 0 3 - 1 8 1 8 
A L V A N L A M S O N 1 8 1 3 - 1 8 6 0 
B E N J A M I N I I . B A I L E Y 1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 7 
GEOHCE M C K E A N F O L S O M 

1 8 6 9 - 1 8 7 5 

S E T H C U R T I S B E A C H 1 3 7 5 - 1 8 8 8 
W M . H . F I S H 1 3 3 9 - 1 8 9 7 
J . W O R S L Y A U S T I N 1 8 9 8 - 1 9 0 2 
ROGER S A W Y E R FORBES 

1 9 0 3 - 1 9 0 8 
W M . H . P A R K E R 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 2 1 
C H A R L E S R . J O Y 1 9 2 2 - 1 9 2 7 
L Y M A N V . R U T L E D C E 1 9 2 7 -

First Church Tercentenary 

1638 - 1938 

Commemorating 300th Anniversary 
of First Church in Dedham 

PARISH SET APART SEPT. 10, 1636 
CHURCH GATHERED NOV. 8, 1638 



C H U R C H A N D P A R I S H 

Two events in the l i fe of the First Church in Dedham lend i t a 
rare d ist inct ion : the manner of its organization and the court deci­
sion of 1818, said by the historian, Frastus Wor lh ing lon , to be " the 
most significant event in the whole history of Dedham." 

The Church was "gathered" on Nov. 8, 1638. I t was not set off 
f r om any parent society, nor established by any superior body, but 
"gathered" by the concerted action of the early settlers. I t is recorded 
in the careful notes of the first minister, Rev. John A l l i n , that i n the 
beginning, while the settlement was smal l , (numbering hardly more 
than t h i r t y families) a group of citizens came together on Thursday 
mornings to consider various problems of a religious nature. First 
of a l l they questioned whether they had a r ight to discuss re l ig ion 
in the absence of an ordained minister or elder. They decided that 
they had. Thursday became a regular meeting day for the discussion 
of re l ig ion. I n the course of t ime they requested the authorities of 
Watertown to release certain members who had come to Dedham to 
l ive, that they might unite w i t h a new society to be formed here. 
Watertown refused. Thereupon one of the leading citizens, (John 
A l l i n himself) called another into personal conference. The two 
decided upon a t h i r d , and these upon a fourth u n t i l ten had been 
drawn into the circle. These mutual ly agreed to leave the room one at 
a t ime, that the remaining nine might consider the fitness of the 
absent member for the important task of f o rming a Church. Six 
were found to be satisfactory in the eyes of their brethren. Of the 
remaining four only one, M r . Edward A l l e y n , was later accepted. 
There was a question, we know not what, as to his past, and word was 
awaited from England to clear his name. Later a young man, John 
Hunt ing , came to Dedham and was readi ly accepted. Here then were 
eight men drawn together by the spir i t to f o rm a Church without the 
assistance of any ordained minister or superior officer. Placing their 
hands upon the head of John Hunt ing the others ordained h i m to the 

* office of r u l i n g elder. Vested w i t h this authority he proceeded to look 
about for a minister and at once invited John A l l i n to consider the 
office. Hands were placed upon M r . A l l i n ' s head, and by that simple 
act he was ordained minister. Thus was the Church of Christ, later 
in 1730 called the First Church i n Dedham, gathered, and thus i t 
remains a completely independent church society. There is nowhere 
to be found a more beautiful and inspir ing evidence of the moving 
power of the Sp ir i t among l a y m e n ; — n o r a more conclusive argu­
ment as to whether a congregation has the power and authority to 
ordain one of its lay members into the office of the minis try . 

The Dedham Decision arose f r o m a most unfortunate divis ion 
among our church members in 1818. I n that year the Parish, acting 
under the Constitution of the Commonwealth, extended a cal l to 
the youthfu l Alvan Lamson to become its minister. The Church 
thereupon proceeded to vote i n August by a ma jor i ty of two of those 
present and vot ing, that they were not ready to choose a min is ter ; 
and in this act d id not concur w i t h the Parish. Later, in October, 
the previous so-called ma jor i ty voted to choose a committee to pro­
test the ordination of M r . Lamson. A suit of replevin was brought 
by the Deacons of the remaining Church members against the sur­
v iv ing Deacon of the so-called major i ty who had taken possession 
of the property of the Church. The decision was handed down by 
the court in favor of the remaining members. I t was to the effect 
that the Parish created the Church, which had a r ight to the prop ­
erty as the Church of the Parish. The dissenting members formed a 
new society, now known as the A l l i n Congregational Church, and 
prompt ly called the Rev. Ebenezer Burgess to serve as Pastor. 

T H E M E E T I N G HOUSES 

The first meeting house, thirty-s ix feet long and twenty wide, 
was ready i n its unfinished state and wait ing before the Church itself 
was gathered on November 8, 1638. The walls were twelve feet h igh , 
and there was no cei l ing. The roof was thatched. The assemblies 
were called together by a d r u m u n t i l 1652 when a bel l was installed 
i n a penthouse in the middle of the roof. I n 1672 the first meeting­
house was torn down and a second bu i l t on its foundation. I n 1700 
twelve feet were added on the west side. The be l l was hung i n a 
turret on the roof . 

The t h i r d , (and present) meeting-house was voted in 1761. I t 
was to be sixty feet long and forty-six wide. On the 24th of January, 
1762, the north s i l l of the new house was la id on the north l ine of 
the o ld foundation. A steeple was erected on the north end for the 
be l l . There were entrances through the steeple and the porches on 
the east side and south side. The pu lp i t was on the west side i n the 
place set for i t f r o m 1638. Fo l l owing the court decision of 1818 
the bu i ld ing was extensively remodeled. The steeple was removed 
f r o m the north end, the roof was turned to run east and west, the 
east side was extended and the present steeple bu i l t facing the east. 
About 1824 a new bel l f r o m the Mcdway foundry was instal led. 
The square pews were removed shortly after the C i v i l War , and the 
present commodious pews were installed. 





• 

O R D E R O F E X E R C I S E S 

A T T H E 

INSTALLATION OP T H E REV. JOHN M. MERRICK. 

A N D T H E D E D I C A T I O N O F T H E N E W C H U R C H , 
E R E C T E D BY T H E FIRST C O N G R E G A T I O N A L SOCIETY I N W A L P O L E 

D E C E M B E R 11. 1839. 

I. A N T H E M . 
Lift up jam heads Eternal g«t*«. 

I.. INTRODUCTORY A N D DEDICATORY 
PRAYER. 

::. SELECTIONS FROM SCRIPTURE. 

I H Y M N 319. 
1 O bow thine oar, Eternal O n I 

On thee our heart adoring co l l i ; 
To thee the follower* of thy son 
Have rais'd and now devote these walls. 

2 Here let thy holy daya be kept: 
And be this place—to worship given— 
Like that bright spot where Jacob ilept, 
The house of Cod, the gate of heaven. 

•J Here may thine honor dwell ; and hare. 
As incense, let thy children's prayer, 
From contrite hearts und lips sincere, 
Rise on tho still and holy air. 

1 Here be thy praise devoutly sung ; 
Here let thy truth beam forth to save. 
.As when of old, thy spirit hung 
On wings of light o'er Jordan's wave. 

3 And when the lips, that with thy name 
Arc vocal now, to dust shall turn, 
On others may devotion's flame 
Be kindled here, and purely burn. 

S. S E R M O N , 
BY REV. GEORGE R I P L E Y . 

6. D E D I C A T O R Y A N T H E M . 
And will the great eternal God, 
On earth establish bis abode ? 
And wil l he from his radiant throne, 
Avow our temples as his own. 

These walls we to thy honor raise, 
Long may they echo to thy praise. 
And thou descending fill the place, 
With choicest tokens of thy gmce. 

Hero let the great Redeemer reign 
Wi th all the glories of his train, 
Whilst power divine his word attend* 
To conquer foes and cheer his friend. 

Great King of glory come, 
And with thy favor crown. 
Tins temple as thy dome, 
This people as thy own. 

7. PRAYER OF I N S T A L L A T I O N . 

8. C H A R G E , 
BY REV. DR. LAMSON. 

0. A N T H E M . 
How Lovely is Zion. 

10. R I G H T H A N D OK F E L L O W S H I P . 
BY REV. MR. ROBINSON. 

11. C H A N T . 
I wi l l l i f t up mine eyes unto the Hills Iron, 

whence coraeth my help. My help mm-
cth from the Lord which made Heaven aad 
Earth. 

He will not suffer thy fool to be moved. H> 
that keepeth thee shall not slumber. Behold He 
that keepeth Israel shall not slumber nor sleep. 

The Ijord is thy keeper, the Lord is Uiy 
shade upon thy right hand. The sun Unl! 
not smite thea by day, nor the moon by night 

The Lord shall preserve the from all evil , 
He shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shot! 
preserve thy going eat, and thy coining in 
from this time forth, and even forever more.— 
Amen. 

12. A D D R E S S 
TO TRX SOCIETY, 

BY REV. MR. SEW A L L . 

13. C O N C L U D I N G PRAYER. 

14. D O X O L O G Y . 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 






